BENEF IT S OF PE S T FRE E B A NK S P E NI N S UL A / T E PĀTA K A O R Ā K A I H A U T Ū
The biodiversity gains in growing populations of Tūi, ruru (morepork), pīwakawaka
(fantail), Kororā (white flippered little blue penguin), hoiho (yellow-eyed penguin),
Tītī (sooty shearwater), jewelled geckos, spotted skinks, the Banks Peninsula tree Wētā
and Akaroa daisies all contribute to creating a native taonga for the people of Ōtautahi
/ Christchurch, Canterbury and visitors to the area.
Active pest management reduces or removes stressors from the ecological system, which in
turn contributes to species being more resilient to other environmental stressors, increasing
their chances of survival.

WHAT YOU CAN DO to help ensure a Pest Free Banks Peninsula / Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū
Visit our website to:

• Make a donation
• Volunteer your time, expertise or goods
• Participate in neighbourhood trapping programmes
• Find out about upcoming events

A VISION FOR A PEST FREE BANKS PENINSULA / TE PĀTAKA O RĀKAIHAUTŪ

www.pestfreebankspeninsula.org.nz

In 2050 a cacophony of native birdsong resounds across the Peninsula
at dawn and dusk. Indigenous plant and animal species thrive and
Banks Peninsula, including the Port Hills and Kaitōrete, is a taonga
enjoyed by the people of Ōtautahi/Christchurch, Canterbury,
and visitors to the area.

WHAT I S P E S T FREE B A N K S PE N I N S U L A ?

T HE VA L UE OF B ANK S PENINSUL A / TE PĀTAKA O RĀKAIHAUTŪ

Pest Free Banks Peninsula/Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū is a collaborative programme to protect

Banks Peninsula / Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū is a unique place, rich with native flora and fauna.

and enhance biodiversity on the Peninsula through the widespread eradication of animal pests.

This includes many species which do not exist anywhere else in the world, including six known

This community-led initiative has been formalised through a Memorandum of Understanding

plant species and more than 60 invertebrate species.

(MOU) signed by 14 foundation signatories in November 2018. It aims to ensure Banks
Peninsula /Te Pātaka of Rākaihautū is free of pest animals, so the indigenous biodiversity

The many habitats of Banks Peninsula differ dramatically to the habitats found within the

can thrive and become more widespread across the Peninsula and into Christchurch City.

surrounding Canterbury Plains. Biological diversity, or biodiversity, contributes to the
economy, health and quality of life for the people of Ōtautahi / Christchurch. The Pest Free

Pest Free Banks Peninsula supports Ngāi Tahu values, community development, sustainable

Banks Peninsula initiative aims to leave a legacy for future generations and to contribute to

agriculture and tourism.

the local and national identity.

The 14 organisations that signed the MOU working toward a pest free Banks Peninsula.

T HE T HRE AT T O B ANK S PENINSUL A / TE PĀTAKA O RĀKAIHAUTŪ
An estimated 68,000 native birds are killed in New Zealand by introduced pests every night,
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and primary sector is estimated to cost about $3.3 billion per year.
Introduced pests are a major threat to biodiversity on Banks Peninsula :

• Native bird species are vulnerable to rats, stoats, feral cats and possums
• Lizards and invertebrates are vulnerable to rats, hedgehogs and mice
• Indigenous plants are vulnerable to browsing goats, deer, possums, rabbits, hares and
rooting pigs
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and 25 million killed every year. The threat that pests present to our natural taonga, economy
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A number of residents and landowners are also working toward a Pest Free Banks Peninsula
and are engaged with members of the MOU. As the Peninsula (including the Port Hills and
Kaitōrete) borders greater Christchurch, it also provides the opportunity for both urban and
rural residents to be involved in restoring this unique environment.
Pest Free Banks Peninsula supports the New Zealand Government’s Predator Free 2050 initiative.

Without protection from pests, we will lose some of Banks Peninsula / Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū’s
taonga:

• 41 plant species are classified as regionally endangered or threatened
• Three of six of the reptile species, found on the Peninsula, are classified as threatened
• More than ten native bird species are locally extinct, and we are at risk of losing more

